THE   SUN   AND   THE  SERPENT

the heaven over which Indra ruled, was tenanted
by Devas and by Nagas, with some other divine
beings of less importance.1

By European writers the Devas are usually
called gods, but they and the Nagas would be
more correctly described as demigods. They
were deified human beings.

It is necessary to distinguish between the Naga
demigods in heaven and the Naga people on earth.
The former were the deified ancestors of the latter.

The Nagas are not mentioned under that
name in the Veda; but serpents are frequently
referred to, as enemies .of Indra and the Devas,
and are described in connexion with the Asuras
or Dasyus.

Some vdry eminent scholars, following the
commentator Sayana, have understood the
Asuras, Dasyus, or Serpas, of the Veda, as repre-
senting atmospheric phenomena.

The Brahmans consider these enemies of Indra
to have been demons, and generally describe
them as monsters, with human bodies, but with
the heads of various animals.

I hope to be able to show that the Asuras
and Serpas of the Rig Veda, the Asuras and
Nagas of Manu and the Mahabharata, and the
Asuras or demons of the Brahmans, all repre-
sent hostile tribes, who opposed the Aryan in-
1 Mahabharata, Adi, Astika, p. liii*
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